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Where were the first bazars held and what kinds of
goods were sold there?

The first bazaar was held in the assembly halls of Es-
kan towers, where talented and kind hearted ladies
would stay up all night to make hand —made bags with
embroideries, cakes, beautiful little sacks to put tea in,
candles, ceramic ware, and all sort of articles. | don’t re-
member how much the first bazaar made, but the sec-
ond bazaar made 30 million plus the volunteers’ mem-
bership and the donations of the members of MAHAK.
How were you able to build Darabad?

Remember one of the most important objectives was to
build shelter for the families of the children with cancer,
during their child’s treatment. It was the main goal as
some of the smaller siblings who traveled with their par-
ents so far from their home town had no place to stay.
The start of the Darabad building was when we had
collected enough money from the bazaars to buy land.
After raising enough money from the bazaars, we de-
cided to buy a piece of land. We succeeded in buying a
4700 meters land on the beautiful hillsides of Darabad.
Now, we had to worry about building our shelter on this
land. It did not take long, when Mr. Karbassi-zadeh who
wanted to make his wife’'s wishes came true appeared.
Through friends he had become acquainted with the
name of “MAHAK” and may god rest his soul in peace
Mr. Mojtaba Kashani arranged a meeting for me to
meet Mr. Karbassi-zadeh. It was then that Mr. Khak-
pour, one of the biggest supporters of MAHAK, gave
Mr. Karbassi-zadeh all the information, and all the
plans for the building, to be studied. After about a week,
Mr. Karbassi-zadeh gave his approval on the plan- but

he had one condition: His wife “Afsaneh Dabiri” god
rest her soul in peace had insisted on the fact that the
building had to be in the form of a hospital not a shelter.
On his next trip, Mr. Karbassi-zadeh with the presence of
the mayor, and the approval of the expansion of the build-
ing — invested 2 Billion Toman to start the construction.
Mrs. Afsaneh although very sick, made the trip to Iran
to see the outline of the building — but unfortunately-
she was no longer with us- when the Hospital was in-
augurated. She left this world on the 25th of Khordad.
In her memory, we have named that date “MAHAK’s
Philanthropy Day”. The hospital was officially opened
on the year 1386.

How do you see MAHAK'’s future?

I am sure with the presence of our doctors, scientists,
and specialists if nothing unexpected happens, MA-
HAK will always be supported by the people either as a
charity organization or as a specialized hospital. | hope
MAHAK will be set as an example for other similar or-
ganizations to show the ability of the society in sup-
porting humanitarian deeds, and also MAHAK will be
able to keep up its high level international standards
for children with cancer and their families who are the
it's main beneficiaries. | hope soon or maybe even now
as | speak, we can claim that an Iranian child say from
Zabol is getting the same treatment as a child from
London or New York is getting.

A group of pioneers:

Shahla Taheri, Sohi Shokraei, Soheila Siahpoush,
Azar Keyvan, Jila Mohammadi, Farideh Sabbagh, Eve-
lyn Khamsi, Mahrou Mozaffari, Katayoun Nami, Ladan
Arasteh
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The principle motivation of MAHAK, the Society to Support Children Suffering
from Cancer, is the Love of Humanily, which recegnizes ne geographical
borders or limits. Mot only are lranian children from all over the country
being treated, but our remedial services extend to refugee children from the
neighboring countries. With MAHAK's support and facilities, the parents can
concentrate on their child's treatment and the kids con undergo this
treatment with hope for the future. The Society counts on your support to

expand MAHAK's domain of Love.
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A casual conversation with the founder of MAHAK

Saeideh Ghods born in 1330 in Golabdareh,
around Darband, became a studentin Tehran Uni-
versity majoring in geography — Her last job being
as the international relation expert at the ministry
of mine. All along Saeideh with her love for mother
earth started activities in saving the environment.
Saeideh is the author of Kimia Khatun, a book
which became very popular and had to be pub-
lished many times. After getting married, she went
to Germany where she studied German literature.
Saeideh is the mother of Mehrbod and Kiana who
are right now studying at the highest ranking.
But the highlight of her life was when she es-
tablished the institute called “MAHAK”, a char-
ity organization to support children with cancer.
In 2008 she won the International Development
Bank Prize and her name was mentioned in the
“Wall street “edition where 50 distinguished wom-
en were introduced due to her effective key role in
advancing Social Participation and Development.

How was MAHAK established?

After my daughter became ill, the thought of protecting
children with cancer and their families started growing
within me. It was a cold winter day in 1357, my 2 year
daughter Kiana, was having her monthly check — up
when the doctors diagnosed her with an illness that
would shake up any mother. Like any mother, hearing
this, | went into a denial stage, not accepting the truth.
Anyway, after a while with a lot of research and a lot of

consultations with doctors and friends, | found out that
cancer is a disease, like any other disease, has its own
course of treatment.

During your daughter’s treatment, what kind of dif-
ficulties did you come across?

There were a lot of difficulties during her treatment.
The medicine was scarce and very expensive. As a
desperate mother | had to face the unfriendly attitude
of nurses and doctors. Not having enough information
about cancer and the side effects of the drugs, - all
these things made life intolerable- plus my daughter’s
insufferable disease.

How did the idea of MAHAK take form?

| saw fathers and mothers traveling far from district
areas struggling with financial difficulties-not having a
place to stay, while their kids were being treated.
Sleeping in the hospital yard or in the streets, know-
ing that cancer is a disease that cannot be a onetime
treatment. This might take years and the outcome of
all these difficult conditions sometimes resulted in the
destruction of a family.

| became intensely preoccupied with the idea of provid-
ing a place for the families. | was constantly thinking of
what can be done?

| did not have half of their problems but watching them
with such problems was awful and the only thing | could
do was to share at least my material well being.

How did the first idea take shape?

All that time some of the tests were not performed in
Iran, so | had to travel to Germany. There | joined some
groups- with parents whose children had cancer — it
helped me a lot and | thought what a good idea to form

such an institute in Iran. But unfortunately this could
not be done here because of so many different cultures
in our society, plus the fact that this disease was kept
a secret amongst the families. They were not ready to
come out yet. Therefore, | decided that instead of help-
ing the parents | start with the children.

Who were the first people to help you?

My list started with a hundred friends and family mem-
bers. We held a lot of meetings until only 25 of us
stayed to struggle with the problems. | have to say the
first person who stood beside me whole heartily was
Mrs. Shahla Taheri.

Of course after that — a lot of committees were formed
and ladies such as Sohi Shokraei who took control of
the volunteering department and Azar Keyvan in the
international relations department, Jila Mohamadi in
the public relations and lots of others who will be men-
tioned later on.

In what year did you register MAHAK?

In the year 1370, | registered MAHAK as a charity in-
stitute to support children with cancer. But | started this
process from 1368 — when our volunteers became ac-
tive in the governmental hospitals and universities.
Why did you name it MAHAK?

Our volunteers who worked in hospitals, who were
helping the parents of the children with cancer — had
badges- naming them as supporters for the parents
of children with cancer. But because the name cancer
was mentioned on their badges- and like | told you be-
fore the world cancer was a taboo, we faced a lot of
problems, therefore, we decided to take the first initiate
of every word, and the word MAHAK was shaped. Of

International 5

course, today the word “MAHAK” has an international
meaning.

All in all, what kind of problems did you have to
deal with to register MAHAK?

The first and the most important problem was that the
society could not believe that children could also get
cancer, and questioning the idea of why money had
to be spent on a child who was going to die anyway
instead of spending money on a genius or a talented
child.

What did the families and their children with cancer
need the most?

Drugs, a place to stay, respect from the nurses and
the doctors, information about their child’s disease,
nutrition, the side-effects of the drugs, also not getting
accepted into hospitals and the families’ complains
showed a need for social workers and psychologists —
all these things.

What was the most important goal that you were
after in MAHAK?

| pursued the idea of finding decent place for families
where they would be accepted with respect and pro-
vide them with the facilities to mitigate their pain.

In what period did you feel you had reached your
main goal?

Seven to eight years after registering MAHAK as an
institute to support children with cancer, | saw the asso-
ciations to support children with cancer increased and
the society accepted this issue problematically. The
children and their families were noticed, and special at-
tention was given to them. This was a big step toward
the main goal.
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